BULK BAGS

Safe Handling
guidelines

BULK BAGS - SAFE HANDLING GUIDELINES

2016

1

Introduction
Bulk bags, also known as flexible intermediate bulk
containers (FIBCs) and ‘dumpy’ bags, are manufactured to
precise standards and can be classified as either multi-trip,
or single-trip.
Single-trip bags have a safety rating of 5:1 which means the
bag is designed to withstand five times the safe working
load before failure. Nonetheless, bags must never be filled
above the safe working load.
By comparison, multi-trip bags are design to a safety rating
of 6:1 – this added resilience is necessary to deal with the
repeated use, and the stresses of cyclical loading.

The increased popularity of single-trip bags
is being addressed with new and innovative
ways of recycling. Industrial specialists
are showing that reclaimed bags can be
converted to their base elements (hydrocarbons), and
thereby provide a alternative energy source to fossil
fuels, reducing the over all environmental impact.

contents
The following pages contain a brief
summary of the key safety features
associated with single-trip bags.
Anyone who uses bulk bags should
familiarise themselves with this
document as a means to ensure
their own safety and that of others.
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lifting

• Ensure the bag is free from any damage that would compromise its strength.
• Ensure the lifting device exerts a uniform and vertical load on all four loops.

• Lift (and lower) symmetrically avoiding any jerky movements.
• Any form of swinging should be avoided during the lifting process.
• Forks should be free from sharp edges.
• When transporting on forks avoid jerky movements and excessive bouncing.

• Be aware that most transport damages occur due to improper lifting of the bag.
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carrying

• When carrying a bag on a forklift, ensure it is positioned close to - but not touching – the mast.
• Keep the bag as low as possible without catching the floor and the mast slightly tilted backwards.
• Ensure the wheels of the forklift do not catch on the bag.
• The load must not obscure the drivers view.
• Consider transporting the load in reverse if the way forward is not clearly visible.

righting

• To right a bag that has toppled on its side, use an endless fabric sling, wound through all the lifting loops
so that even pressure is applied.
• Any attempt to lift the bag using fewer loops than those provided may result in the loops being torn off.
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Stacking and storing

• Where it is absolutely necessary to store bags outside, the duration of storage should be kept to the
absolute minimum.
• If bags are stored outside, be sure the top closure is properly tied off.
• Bags should be covered with a waterproof, UV protected material to stop water from getting in and to
prevent damage from sunlight.
• Be sure that bags are not standing in water, ideally place them on a pallet or similar to avoid any
tendency to draw moisture from the ground.

• Where only free stacking is possible, a pyramid method should be used.
• Stack height depends on load bearing capacity of the floor and safe height handling capabilities of the
equipment or facility being used.
• When stacking filled bags two or more high, every effort should be made to ensure that the stack is stable.
• Limiting to three high is a good practice while two high is the lower risk option.
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Discharging / decanting
Never work on, or under an unsupported load.

• To discharge a single-trip bag, it can be cut open on the underside using a long handled knife such as a
‘slasher’.
• Keep at arms length from the bag while cutting it open, avoid reaching under the bag to create an opening
or assist the material flow.

• Partial dispensing can be achieved through the use of an accessory such as the Raimo Dispenser.
• Ensure that any dispenser attachment is fitted according to the manufactures recommendations, - in
the case of the Raimo it should be fitted to the side of the bag (not the bottom) while the bag is stable and
supported, e.g. on the flat deck of a trailer.
• Do not put hands inside the dispenser.

BULK BAGS - SAFE HANDLING GUIDELINES

6

BULK BAGS

DO’S AND DON’TS
DO’S

DON’TS

1

Do (prior to lifting) check your bag for
any damage.

1

Don’t exceed safe working loads under
any circumstances.

2

Do observe the handling instructions on
the label.

2

Don’t stop or start suddenly during
transportation.

3

Do ensure that the bag is stable.

3

Don’t subject bags to bouncing or to
sudden lifts or stops.

4

Do take appropriate measures in regard
to dust control.

4

Don’t allow personnel under a
suspended bag.

5

Do use lifting gear of sufficient capacity
to take the load.

5

Don’t allow the bag to project over the
side of a vehicle or pallet.

6

Do ensure that the edges of fork lift
tines are rounded and not sharp.

6

Don’t tilt the mast of the fork lift
forward.

7

Do adjust fork lift tines to the correct
width for the bag being handled.

7

Don’t drag the bag against the floor or
any sidings.

8

Do keep the fork lift tines level when
lifting and carrying bags.

8

Don’t withdraw fork lift tines prior to
relieving all the load on the fork lift.

9

Do transport bags with care and avoid
the load swaying.

9

Don’t stack bags unless sure of stability.

10

Do ensure crane hooks are of adequate
size and well rounded.

10

Don’t use second hand bags or refill
single-trip bags.

11

Do protect the bags from rain and
prolonged sunlight.

11

Don’t lift bags by steel wires.

WANT MORE INFO?
If you would like further detail there is more information available in the PDF link below
http://fibca.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/FIBC_Handling_Guidelines_Parts1-6.pdf
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